SMQA Newsletter

Volume 43, Issue 10

Sierra Mountain Quilters
Association
Newsletter
OCTOBER 6, 2022 GENERAL MEETING
Hospitality and Greeters: Thursday Thimbles
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.
General Meeting: Karen Bolan Trunk Show

Co-Presidents’ Corner
By the time you read this, I’ll be far away – in
Kenya this time! I’ll be a long way from my
quilting, and it’s hard to even imagine what it will
be like to be there. You might be wondering how
I ever get any quilting done – the answer is – a
little bit at a time. After taking Linda Schmidt’s
terrific class and (mostly) making a little picture of
Yosemite Falls, I’m wondering if I can find a way
to use some of what I learned to make a picture
of African scenery.
Speaking of classes – it’s not too late to sign up
for Karen Bolan’s Curves & Transparencies class.
The sample looks fascinating, and Laura Gonzalez
tells me that Karen is putting together a video to
help you choose appropriate fabrics for the class
project. And of course, I’m also hoping to see
some of you in my String
• Star class in November.
Bev
Ah, it feels like autumn and I enjoyed a few days
sewing a small lap quilt. I know we still have some
warm weather ahead of us but what a relief to
have rain again.

Thank you to everyone who has stepped up to be
on the Board next year and members who
support our workshops and retreats. I heard Fall
Retreat was a huge success. After some dithering
we will have a Spring Retreat - thank you to our
two Laura’s. Hope to see more ladies sign up for
our next workshop on color, value and
transparency. I should be there because my lap
quilt is a failure because I didn’t pay attention to
value, just the pretty fabrics. Another UFO but I
did enjoy the sewing.
Happy sewing,
Betsy

TREASURER’S REPORT
Joan Earnest
September 30, 2022

Checking Account
Balance 8/01/202
Credits in August
Debits in August

Ending Balance
(08/31/2022)
SAVINGS ACCOUNT
BALANCE

$10,287.03
937.23
874.83
$10,349.43

$19,349.43
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SMQA GENERAL BUSINESS
October 6, 2022
Call to Order
Flag Salute
Welcome
Thanks to Hospitality and Greeters:
Thursday Thimbles
Reports
Secretary’s Report - Minutes from Sept. 1 meeting
1st Vice Presidents – Laura and Peter Gonzalez
2nd Vice Presidents – Maria Ciccarelli
Treasurer’s Report – Joan Ernest
Membership - Sue Johnson
Newsletter – Charlotte Hickman
Webmaster –Sally Walker
Cuddle Quilts – Tricia Lacey
Fall Retreat – Teri De la Torre
Quilt Show –Constance Peterson
New Business
Show and Tell
Karen Bolan Trunk Show

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Happy Fall everyone!!! I know we are all enjoying
the cooler weather and the wonderful rain!!
Wild Fig is catering our annual dinner on
December 1, 2022. Marc will do his amazing
pasta bar! Tickets are $25 and will be available
both online and at the meetings. Sue Johnson has
some amazing things planned for the raffle!!
Sally Walker, Lynn Gray and I have picked some
wonderful teachers for 2023. We will have our
own Wendy Holt teaching how to make the
footstool, Karen Brow-Meier doing Color Osmosis
and Newly Hatched, Colleen Pelfrey teaching
Taking Out the Dye, Jeanette Walton with Paper
Piecing, and Sandra Mollen teaching thread
painting!! We need at least 15 people to keep our
classes available - at $45 they are a bargain.
Watch this space for the future dates and support
your guild!!
Laura and Peter

October 2022

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
Nov. 3rd – Bev Gulley
“String Star”
st
Dec. 1 - Christmas Party

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
TRASH TO TREASURES CHALLENGE
I would like to thank all those who are participating
in the “Trash to Treasures” Challenge. We started
with 25 boxes and have only 2 left. They are only
$5. I will have them at the October meeting if you
would still like to join. Don’t forget, they will be
submitted into our quilt show 2023 and prizes will
be rewarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.
We are working on a process to help donate quilts
to our local fire victims. In the meantime, if you
know of anyone who would benefit from receiving
a quilt, that is a fire victim, please contact me.
Thank you.
Maria Ciccarelli
559-760-3980

Hostesses and Greeters for 2022
January – Open
February – Material Girls
March – Sew Crafty
April – Sew Thrilled
May – Fabric Collage
June – Guild Officers
July – Anything with Fabric
August – Bev and Friends
September – Bits and Pieces
October – Thursday Thimbles
November – Footloose
December – Annual Winter Dinner
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
General Membership Meeting Minutes – Sept. 1, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by president, Bev Gulley, at the Oakhurst Community
Center followed by the flag salute. Bev thanked the group, Bits and Pieces, for decorating the
refreshment table.
President’s Comments: Bev announced Constance Peterson brought Donna Henning’s fall fabrics and
patterns for sale tonight. She will bring Donna’s Christmas items to sell at the October meeting.
Bev reported we have been having some issues with the management company of the Oakhurst
Community Center. Last week, Laura Gonzalez and a few others met with them to discuss our concerns.
This is a new organization and they are gradually getting the situation under control.
Wendy Holt made a motion, seconded by Margie Williams, to accept the minutes from the August 4,
general meeting as printed in the newsletter. The motion was approved. The treasurer’s report, as
printed in the newsletter, will be filed for audit.
First Vice President, Laura Gonzalez, announced she is raffling off boxes of thread at the October
meeting. Tickets are $1.00 each. She has sign-ups for Karen Bolan’s Curves and Transparencies class in
October and for Bev Gulley’s String Star class in November.
Second Vice President, Maria Ciccarelli, handed the microphone over to Betsy Anne Youngholm who
presented the Trash-to-Treasure challenge. She had kits and rules available for dispersal. Finished pieces
will be displayed at the Quilt Show in May. Three prizes will be awarded as determined by a viewers’
choice vote.
Membership, Sue Johnson, announced we have 102 total members and 37 members in attendance. The
door prize winners were: Margie Williams, Jeri Carney, and Linda Hawksworth.
Webmaster, Sally Walker, reported the Square Terminal has arrived and now it will be possible to pay
for classes and meals at the Christmas party with a credit card. Sally also mentioned Karen Bolen will
have a YouTube video available soon to help class members choose fabric.
Newsletter, Charlotte Hickman, announced the Mariposa Piece Makers will have their quilt show on
Labor Day weekend. She also mentioned that Randy McNally has a Koala sewing table that has been
advertised in the newsletter for months. The 20th of the month is the deadline for putting information
in the newsletter.
Cuddle Quilts, Maria Ciccarelli for Tricia Lacey, has cuddle quilt, pillowcase, isolette, and wheelchair kits
available.
Fall Retreat, Teri De La Torre , reported she needs one more member to sign up. It will be Sept 12-15,
and will cost $34/day.
3

SMQA Newsletter

October 2022

Minutes cont.
Quilt Show, Constance Peterson, thanked Jeri Carney for quilting the Opportunity Quilt. She announced
Janet Morita will be in charge of the kitchen and Sandy Eigenman will chair the white gloves position.
Wendy Holt, Opportunity Quilt Scheduler, has reached out to Pacific International Quilt Festival (Oct. 1316) and Road to California (Jan. 17-21) and asked for volunteers to sell tickets and white glove.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. followed by Show and Tell and a program by Linda Schmidt.
Respectfully submitted by Janet Morita, secretary

CUDDLE CORNER
OPPORTUNITY
QUILT UPDATE

Tricia Lacey
Thank you, ladies for all your hard work! This month
I mailed 50 pillowcases to Cases for Smiles. They
posted the following on their website: “A huge thank
you to Sierra Mountain Quilt Association in Oakhurst,
CA for their donation of 50 beautiful pillowcases!
Thank you for all the efforts in making kids feel a little
love during their visit to the hospital.” We also
donated 12 bibs and 2 small blankets to Helping
Hands this month.
There were a lot of
quilts and pillowcases
turned in this month. I
also heard that the
ladies at the retreat
sewed a lot of
pillowcases
and
wheelchair
bags.
Thank you.
The next cuddle quilt work day will be at my home,
39354 Highview Dr., October 18 from 11am to 3pm.
Bring your lunch and join me. I have cutting boards,
rotary cutters, and rulers. I also have a few sewing
machines, if you prefer to sew some wheelchair bags
or pillowcase. As added incentive, I will stamp your
rewards card for your help.

Tricia

Kay Marshall
Quilt Ticket Chairman
Our Opportunity Quilt, “Under the Sierra Sun,”
is NOT going to PIQF in Santa Clara after all.
Wendy was unable to get enough volunteers to
white glove plus we did not get the permit from
the state in time to allow us to sell raffle tickets
for the quilt. So, it is especially important that
we continue to look for venues where we can
sell tickets for the quilt. Please call Wendy Holt
. at 818-813-0797 or 559-641-6065 if you know of
a venue where we can set up the quilt to sell
tickets. Our quilt WILL be going to Ontario in
January to a great show, Road to California. We
will need white glovers there, too, but this time
for only one day. So, plan ahead and let Wendy
know if you plan to go and can help with this
endeavor. SMQA members have made $2,182
on “Under the Sierra Sun” thus far. Remember
you do get credit for selling tickets at these
shows.
If you need more tickets, they are available at
Bear Paw and at our monthly meetings. Keep on
selling those tickets!
Kay
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CIRCLE NEWS
Anything With Fabric meets 9:00 am to 1:00
pm at Oakhurst Public Library every Monday. All
are welcome. Contact: Ronda Dewey or
Constance Peterson
Sew Crafty Quilters is open to new and current
members. We meet at Oakhurst Library
Community Room the 2nd & 4th Thursdays, 1 – 4
p.m. Contact Teri De La Torre, 831-728-2027.
Fabric Collage is a new circle which meets the 2nd
& 4th Fridays at Bear Paw, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (2nd
Fri. only in Feb. & Mar.) We are open & welcome
new members. We will help anyone who wants to
learn about fabric collage. Contact: Janet Morita,
559-760-5018, janet@morita.com.Oakhurst
Oakhurst Machine Embroider Circle meets on the
4th Monday of the month at Bear Paw. Anyone
interested in joining the group and for more
information can contact Ruth Conner, 559-6422412.

Thursday Thimbles from left to right, Helen
Ramsey, Donna McCall, Kay Marshall, Diane
Ward, Betty Fish, Lupe Thompson (Georgia
Harvey not pictured)

FEATURED QUILTING CIRCLE
Thursday Thimbles
Thursday Thimbles is one of the first two sewing
circles to be formed within the SMQA guild. Diane
Ward became a member 1992. In the year 2000
members Lupe Thompson, Donna McCall, Helen
Ramsey, Betty Fish, Georgia Harvey, Pat Miller,
Sharon Craig and Kay Marshall joined Diane,
along with Lin Crow, Tillie Helmer, Fran Metzler,
Joann Waters, Bernie Jaehnig making the TT
active membership fourteen.
Within the TT circle one member completed the
process of making the guild a non-profit
organization, also members have held the
positions
of
president/
first
vicepresident/treasure/
membership/retreat
coordinator/many as the Quilt Show Featured
Quilter/as a circle they have been the
coordinator of
the opportunity quilt and
community quilt.
As a circle our first objective is member support;
we enjoy holiday exchange projects, traveling to
National Quilt Shows, local shop hops and
retreats.
Due to members moving, illness and deaths, our
TT special circle has become six members but we
would like you to remember those that made &
make it great.
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Quilt Exhibit Field Trip

Nominations for 2023 Board Members

The Bits and Pieces Sewing Circle followed Sally
Walker’s suggestion and visited the Gallery 5
“Textures” Quilt Exhibit in Oakhurst. As expected,
the exhibit was amazing and did not disappoint.
Everyone was awestruck and mesmerized by the
intricacies and details of each quilt.
After spending time in the Gallery, the group
followed up the visit with a trip to the Wild Fig
Restaurant for a leisurely lunch.

It is that time of year again as we look ahead to
the coming year and who will be leading our
Guild.
Current nominees for board members are:
Co-presidents: Bev Gulley & Betsy Blum
First VPs - Sally Walker & Lynn Gray
Second VP: Jeri Carney
Treasurer: Joan Earnest
Secretary : Janet Morita
If anyone else would like to run for an office
please submit your name to Laura Gonzalez or
Margie Williams or come to the October
meeting and let us know. We vote in
November!!

Seated front row left to right are Mel Peters,
Nancy Hyde, and Bev Williams. Back row left
to right are Margie Williams, Jaydene
Johnson Patty Vincent, Linda Miler, Penni
Simily, and Charlotte Hickman.

Hostesses for
September- Bits
and Pieces

SHOW AND TELL

Sue’s crow
wall hanging.

Linda with her
fancy boot small
quilt.
Rhonda’s lovely
Dragon Quilt.

Faith’s impressive Irish
Chain Quilt.

6

SMQA Newsletter

October 2022

Save The Date
Spring Retreat
April 12-15, 2023
9:00- 5:00 pm daily
The Spring Retreat is a daytime only retreat. Some Mariposa ladies are
planning to get rooms in Oakhurst in order to stay overnight and avoid
having to drive back and forth each day. Laura Gonzalez will be happy
to connect anyone interested in sharing a room. We really need to
support this retreat. We must have a minimum of 15 people to
continue having this retreat at ECCO. Laura Donahue and Laura
Gonzalez are hosting. Call either of these women for more
information.

Ku’ulei Arrendo
Betsy Blum
Rhonda Dewey
PJ Grant
Linda Miller
Constance Peterson
Barbara Skowronski
Mary Ziebarth

10/16
10/25
10/29
10/20
10/8
10/4
10/16
10/25

We wish you all a very
Happy Birthday!

The birthday ladies are requested to bring
individually wrapped snacks to the meeting.

Oct. 5:
Oct. 7:
Oct. 17:
Oct. 22:
Oct. 25:

Do Something Nice Day
World Smile Day
National Pay Back a Friend Day
National Make a Difference Day
National I Care About You Day

October Birth Flowers: Marigold and
Cosmos
October’s birth flowers are the marigold and
cosmos. With its golden blooms that match the color
of autumn leaves, it’s no wonder the marigold is
fitting for this fall month. Marigolds symbolize fierce
love, passion and creativity. In addition to their
beauty, marigolds also have a long tradition of being
used medicinally to heal inflammation and skin
problems. Cosmos flowers represent peace and
tranquility. They come in bright colors like orange,
pink and purple. They also attract bees, so are a great
flower to grow to draw pollinators to your garden!
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November Birth Flower:
Chrysanthemum
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QUILT SHOW COMMITTEE
Constance Peterson
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AMENITIES
Linda Miller

Gateway to Yosemite Quilt Show
May 19 -21, 2023
We have a great opportunity to sell raffle tickets
for our beautiful Opportunity Quilt at the Road
to California Show in Ontario January 18-21.
We will need volunteers for White Gloves
and/or Selling Raffle Tickets, so put it on your
calendar and plan to help with this endeavor.
We will only be selling tickets and white gloving
for one day, which shouldn’t be hard if we get
enough people to volunteer.
When you sell 20 raffle tickets you are entered
into the Quilt Show Raffle. When you sell 100
tickets you are entered into the QS grand prize
raffle, a Featherweight sewing machine. White
Glove participants will also be entered into the
raffles. Please connect with Wendy Holt to signup or sign-up at the October Guild meeting.
Thank you!
Donna’s Sale
Thank you everyone for participating in last
month’s sale. This month we will be selling
Christmas Fabric, flannel and cotton, $2.00 a
yard. Please bring correct change
Quilt Show Committee
Our next meeting is October 24th at the library
community room at 2:45 pm. We need
everyone to attend. See you then.
Constance

NOTE; The Oakhurst Harvest Festival is
October 7-9 and the Tarantula Festival is
scheduled for October 29. These are
both great opportunities to show the
quilt. If you can help, contact Wendy
Holt to volunteer some time. Thank
You!!

No cards were sent this month.
If you know of a member who would appreciate
receiving a card, please let Linda know.

Pacific International Quilt Festival XXXI!
Santa Clara Convention Center, October
13-16, 2022
Join us as we celebrate the art of
quilting. Officially recognized as Quilt Week in
the city of Santa Clara, PIQF is proud to announce
its thirty-first year! Whether you shop the aisles
of the Merchants Mall for the best fabric, learn a
new technique in workshops taught by an
outstanding faculty, or admire the beauty of the
artwork hanging in the quilt & wearable art
competitions and special exhibits, be sure to take
part in the excitement that is the Pacific
International Quilt Festival.
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-showsand-events/pacific-international-quilt-festival

Upcoming Annual Winter Dinner
December 1
Pasta Dinner Catered by Wild Fig Kitchen
Tickets are $25 and can be paid by credit card or
check at the October meeting.
8
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September 1 & 2 Meeting and Workshop Highlights
Highlights

Examples of
Linda Schmidt’s
lovely landscape
quilts.

Linda explaining
an important
technique to
making a
landscape quilt.

l
Rhonda shows a tiny
piece of her landscape
quilt.

Penni pressing one of
the pieces to her
landscape quilt.

Wendy busy at work on
her landscape quilt.
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Fun Times at the Fall Retreat

Retreat participants left to right Linda,
Rhonda, Rosemary, Wendy, Sally, Laura,
Joan, Teri, Jaydene, Sue, Ku’ulei, Margie,
Tara, Lynn.
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S

AGAIN

REDUCED AGAIN
A REAL BARGAIN!!

OCTOBER IS BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS
MONTH

Sewing furniture formerly owned by Peggy
McKnelly. If interested contact Randy
McKnelly at 559-760-2455 and/or email at
randymcknelly@gmail.com
Koala Outback Sewing Table
NOW $700.

This has been for sale for a long
time and retails at $4000. This is
a really good price for a really
well-made product. Someone
should buy it!!
CH

Please keep in mind that
courtesy and respect matter.
When a speaker is speaking to the
group, whether as a board
member, guest presenter, or
someone showing a quilt during
show and tell, please refrain from
talking so everyone in attendance
can hear. Thank you.
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STRING STARS – CLASS REQUIREMENTS
The center squares are pieced from strips or “strings” as they are traditionally known. Class members may choose
to create a final project of any size. This pattern would make a great lap or bed quilt. I suggest starting with one of
the following:
- Small table topper (2 x 2 stars) – 20 x 20 inches; 4 star blocks
- Larger table topper (3 x 3 stars) – 30 x 30 inches; 9 star blocks
- Table runner (2 x 4 stars) – 20 x 40 inches; 8 star blocks
The “string” blocks are the most time-consuming part of the project. Our goal for the class would be to create
enough for 3-4 stars; for a larger project, you may need to finish making them later.
Tools required
- Rotary cutter with a sharp blade
- Small square cutting ruler (4” or 6”) with a diagonal line
- Larger square cutting ruler (bigger than 6 ½ “) you could borrow this as it’s used only briefly
- Rectangular cutting ruler (4” x 18” or 6” x 24”)
- Rotary cutting mat (several are provided)
- Small ruler for drawing lines on squares
- Sharp pencil or markers; must show on both background and color
- Clean sheet of fine sandpaper (about 220 grit)
- Pins, scissors, neutral colored thread, seam ripper, etc.
- Sewing machine
- Quarter-inch foot OR another way to stitch an accurate ¼ “ seam
Fabric Required
For strips – at least 5 or 6 fabrics, up to 20 or 30. I suggest using fabrics ranging from medium light to medium dark.
You will be cutting strips 14” – 18” long and various widths from 1” – 1 ½ “. They don’t all need to be the same
length. If you have a few “sparkle” fabrics (for example, gold when most strips are greens and blues), you can cut
them as narrow as ¾”. You will need about 30 strips for 3-4 stars. (If you are using smaller scraps, you will need
quite a few more strips.) It will save class time if you cut at least some of them in advance.
For corner triangles
- Assorted fabrics, enough to cut a total of 2 – 3 ½ “ squares for each star block. The fabrics can be the same
ones used for strips.
- Background fabric – enough to cut a total of 2 – 3 ½” squares for each star block. Same fabric as for the
flying geese (below).
For Flying Geese (star point) blocks
- Assorted fabrics OR a single fabric, enough to cut 4 - 3 3/8” squares for each star block.
- Background fabric – enough to cut 1 – 6 ¼” square for each star block
Estimated totals (not including optional borders or binding)
- About 1/3 yard of background fabric for a 2x2 project; about 2/3 yard for 3x3 or 2x4.
- About 1/8 yard each of several colored fabrics, or a bunch of scraps
- ½ - 1 yard total of at least 5-6 fabrics for strips
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Services from our Advertisers
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Sierra Mountain Quilters Association
2022 Membership Form
Your membership dues support the many functions of SMQA, including: meetings, speakers,
workshops, newsletter, website, quilting free sews, Biennial Quilt Show, and fellowship.
Membership: (Please circle one)
Individual Membership: $25

Family: $35

Please Print Clearly
NAME: __________________________________________________________
Day of Birth: (Month/Day) ___________
ADDRESS:
Street Address ___________________________________________________
Mailing Address (if different from above):_________________________________
City _______________________________________________________
ZIP Code__________________
PHONE: (please ** preferred number)
Home__________________________ Work________________________
Mobile/Cell_____________________
⇒Email__________________________________
Check box if this is a new email address or a corrected address (refer to our directory).
Email: Newsletters are delivered via email. If you don’t have an email address and can’t access our
website at www.sierramountainquilters.org to view the newsletter and you are unable to have a friend
print a copy for you, it can be mailed to you.
Note: Please mail your check to SMQA, P.O. Box 1359, Oakhurst, CA 93644
Membership Chair Use Only:
Date Paid: ____________ Check number________________

Amount: _________________
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Sierra Mountain Quilters
Association
P.O. Box 1359
Oakhurst, CA 93644

sierramountainquilters.org

facebook.com/SierraMountainQuiltersAssociation
REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAME
BADGE AT THE NEXT MEETING!

BOARD MEMBERS
Co-Presidents
1st Vice Presidents
2nd Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Betsy Blum and
Bev Gulley
Laura and Peter
Gonzalez
Maria Ciccarelli
Joan Earnest
Janet Morita

Board Meetings are held at 1:00 p.m. on the fourth
Monday of each month.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
New Member Support
Amenities
Circles
Cuddle Quilts
Historian
Webmaster
Parliamentarian
Membership
Newsletter
Quilt Show Chair

Chris Hudson
Linda Miller
Penni Simily
Tricia Lacey
Lynn Gray
Sally Walker
Laura Donahue
Sue Johnson
Charlotte Hickman
Constance Peterson

Send Newsletter submissions to
cthickman@yahoo.com
Deadline is 20th of each month.
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